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By Drew Pearson
and Jack Anderson

This column owes an apol-
ogy to Sen., Tom Dodd (D-
Conn.) regzarding the recent
account of his trip to Miami—
wlith his two sons—in which it
was stated that he double-
billed the Senate Internal Se-

. jeurity Committee¢ and the Cit-

izens Committee for a Free
Cuba $153.72 each for the trip.

Dodd did take his two soms,
together with his assistant,

" |David Martin, Mantin’s wife

and two . children, to Miami
under interesting elrcumstan-
ces. But a refund was given to
the Cuban committee. Here
are further dctails, some of
them complicated, but illus-
trating the manmer in which
one Senator maneuvered: with
the taxpayers’ money.

The trip took place in 1965
during a Senate Internal Se-
curity Goémmittee investiga-
tion friendly to Gen. Wessin
y Wessin, the Dominican
strongman’ who was bucking
the State Department's at-
tempt to set up a civilian
government in the Dominican
Republic. Dodd and Sen. Ro-
man Hruska (R-Neb.), of this
committee seemed intent on
lining up against the State De-
partment on the side of the
military. For some reason best
known to: the Senators, their
lpvestigahlom was faking place
in the swank Eden Roc Hotel,
one of the most expensive in
Mlami imtead ot the rem

free Federal Building in Mia-
mi where hearings are tradl-
tionally held.

The invitation to Dodd,
Mrs, Dodd, and assistant Mar-
tin came from Paul D. Bethel,
secretary of the Citizens Com-
mittee for a Free Cuba, who
now complains that Dodd was
not invited by the Citizens
Commiittee but by the Cuban
Representation in Exile,

The Family Is Included

After the invitation was is-
sued, Martin telephoned
Bethel to-ask if Tom Dodd Jr.
couldn't come with the Dodds.
The Cubans said finfe and sent
him an. extra ticket. At this
point’ Martin decided that
since he and the Senator were
going to the Wessin y Wessin
hearing, he could charge his
own ticket to the Senate In-
ternal Security Committee
and use the free ticket donat-
ed by the Cuban Committee
to take his wife to Miami,

After inquiring around {he
airlines, Martin also found
that the first-class ticket given
him by the Cubans could be
used under the family plan,
tourist class, to take his two
children as well as his. wife,
This was done,

At the flast minute Mns,
Dodd decided not to go. So
Dodd exchanged her ticket
for one for Jeremy Dodd, his
second son. - thus, thanks to
the generosity of the Cubans,

plus &' smart exchange, of air.
line - tie key..: Dodd hls two
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sons, his assistant, David Mar-
tin, :-Martin's wife and two
children w1l went to Miami
and all stayed at the Eden
Roe, where their expenses
were paid by the Cubans.

‘While in Miami, Dodd, who
is a member of the Senate
Subcommittee on Immigra-
tion, recelved an {mvitation
from President Johnson to, go
with him to New York to sign
the immignration bill. "

The ceremony in New York
was to be on Sunday, Oct. 3,
and Dodd's' speech before the
Cubans in Miami was to be on
the preceding Saturday night.
The Senator was Invited to fly
from Washington to New
York on the Presidential
plane, but he had to get to
Washington by Sunday morn-
ing., The only plane he could
take left Miami shortly after
midnight, arriving in Washing-
ton about 4 am. This inter-
fered with the Senator’s sleep.

So he asked Michael
O'Hare, his accountant, to call
the Air Force to see if @ spe-
clal plane could fly him from
Miami to Washington Sunday
morning., The Alll‘ . Force
agreed. ’

Weekend Rumed

Dodd then came back with
a second request that his two
sons also be allowed to:fly on
the Alr Force plane, 'Nxe Alr|
Force refused.

“'When this message was con

veyed d0 Dodd, the Senator a{l

most ocre-amed ,He pnqbgate

“lsing for Dodd to say -no.

No Refund for B@dd but a F ree dee

vociferously that this had :
ruined his-entire weekend. R
In the end the Senator fook
the Air X¥orce plane alone:
from Miami to Washington,
Joined the Presidential plane: =
and flew on to New York.

found himself with one un-:
used mound4rip ticket be-
tween Washington and Miami

by the Cubans. This was be-
cause he had gone to Miami
at the expense of the Internal’

turned at the expense of the
Air Force. So Dodd instructed
his accountant, O'Hare, to get
a refund on the unused round-
trip ticket.

Since this ticleet had becn'

possible for O'Hare to get a
refund direct from the airline.'
He had to go to the Cubani
travel agency. When he didi -
so, the agency wrote back ask-!
ing whether the Senator from!
Connecticut would
have the money returned io!

paid for it in the first place.
Obviously it was embarras-

O'Hare wrote back that ﬂﬂs .
was agreeable,

ror In reporting that Dodd
-Jeollected twice on-his round-|.
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After he got back, Dodd

which had been supplied him.

Security Committee and re-. -

issued by a Cuban iravel:
agency in Miami, it was im. -

like to!
the Cuban friend who had| T

Thus this column was In erw, '-

trip ticket between Washing-{ :
ton and Miami. Our epologies, .{ - - .
!ell-ucomn amaleno) !ne ELANE




